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MINISTER FOR ENERGY —  
STATEMENT TO STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 

449. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
Before asking my question, on behalf of the member for Gosnells I acknowledge the students from Southern 
River College who are in the public gallery.  

In a hearing of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations on 3 August the Minister for 
Energy stated, in relation to budgeted electricity price hikes of 25 per cent, “They are in the budget, and that is 
the glide path that we have got.” 

(1) Was the energy minister misleading Parliament when he told the estimates and financial operations 
committee that the glide path increases will amount to 25 per cent and are in the budget? 

(2) If the minister was not misleading Parliament, was he actually providing the real picture as to what 
Western Australian families can expect if this government is re-elected? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) The budget is an annual event, and in the budget money is allocated and decisions are made about 

prices of utility charges. The budget also includes the out years—the forward estimates, which are 
simply that; they are estimates, they are not the decisions of a government for that budget period. 

Mr M. McGowan: So he was wrong?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No; listen to what I am explaining. 

Mr M. McGowan: He said that; he said they were in the budget.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have listened to the Leader of the Opposition’s question.  

The forward estimates show a configuration of future charges. What the actual charge will be in any one year 
will be determined by the government. We have yet to determine the charge for the coming financial year; we 
will do so during the course of next year’s budget if we are re-elected.  
 


	MINISTER FOR ENERGY — STATEMENT TO STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS
	449. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier:


